
Fisher River Cree Nation has signed an agreement 
with Canada called the Framework Agreement on First 
Nation Land Management.

This agreement results in the recognition of our 
inherent rights to govern our own reserve lands and 
natural resources.

The agreement was originally signed by the 
Government of Canada and 13 First Nations in 1996. 

By signing the agreement, we agreed to develop our 
own Land Code (or Land Laws). Now approved by 
membership through a community vote, the Federal 
Government will no longer be involved in the 
management of Fisher River Cree Nation reserve 
lands.

The Council and Land Governance Director along with 
membership will work together when making land and 
resource management decisions, while recognizing the 
current hereditary river lot system.

Fisher River Cree Nation recognizes that 
environmental and stewardship support is necessary 
and there needs to be a hands-on approach in order to 
protect our waters and our land from any kind of 
contamination and environmental hazards. This 
support is not restricted to Fisher River Cree Nation 
lands but to all the shared traditional territory of the 
Fisher River Cree people.

The Individual Agreement

This Agreement between Fisher River Cree Nation and 
Canada will be negotiated to deal with such matters 
as:

- the reserve lands to be managed by Fisher 
River,

- The specifics of the transfer of the 
administration of land from Canada to Fisher 
River,

- The transfer of revenues,
- an interim environmental assessment process.
- and the funding to be provided by Canada to 

the community for land management.
- Once these two documents are completed 

membership on and off reserve must decide to 
approve them through a community vote.

- The Land Code and Individual Agreement are 
in their final form.

The Land Code

The Land Code is the tool to create land laws specific 
to Fisher River and will replace the 44 land 
management provisions of the Indian Act. The Land 
Code and its contents will be drafted by Fisher River 
Cree Nation and its membership and will make 
provisions for the following matters:

- Identifying the reserve lands to be managed.
- Develop general rules and procedures for the 

use and occupation of these lands by members 
and others.

- The making and publishing of Fisher River land 
laws.

The Land Code provides increased protection for 
reserve land and resources.

On October 28, 2020; the membership of Fisher River Cree Nation voted in favour of 
passing the Fisher River Cree Nation Land Code and Individual Agreement.

MEMBERS PASSES LAND CODE
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Clifford is a member of Fisher River Cree Nation, 
who grew up in the community. Cliff and his partner 
Rebecca are parents to 2 sons Atticus and Izaias. 

Professionally Cliff is a Certified Engineering 
Technologist with over thirteen years experienced in 
project management, construction engineering and 
environmental engineering working within both the 
private and public sectors. Cliff has worked closely 
with engineers and biologists to negotiate, construct, 
and deliver a variety of wetland restoration, 
conservation, highway reconstruction, bridge 

construction, environmental remediation, as well as 
housing and subdivision projects.

Responsibilities

Cliff takes on the exciting challenge of assisting with 
the development and implementation of 
administrative policies and procedures related to land 
and resource management and other aspects related 
to Fisher River Cree Land Code. 

Cliff will also be responsible for updating and 
maintaining the Lands Registry System.

Clifford Kirkness is a member of Fisher River Cree Nation, who grew up in the community. 

CHIEF & COUNCIL WELCOME NEW LANDS 
GOVERNANCE DIRECTOR 

CURRENT PROJECTS
House Num bering and Wayf ind ing 
Project
Fisher River Cree Nation has hired HTFC Planning & 
Design to help us establish a house numbering and 
road naming system for our Community. When 
complete, the house numbering and road naming 
system will:

- Improve wayfinding and general navigation 
on-Reserve for Community Members, visitors 
and delivery services,

- Aid in the provision of emergency services, 
with the goal of establishing 9-1-1 service 
on-Reserve,

- Reinforce a sense of place and enhance the 
overall image of our Community as a 
destination.

With HTFC, we are confirming the names of existing 
named roads and developing new road names where 
needed in our Community. A unique number will be 
assigned to each house on-Reserve using a system 

that is orderly and easy to use. Once our road names 
and numbering system is in place, HTFC will support 
FRCN to establish 9-1-1 service. We will also 
inventory existing signage, and identify future 
signage locations throughout the Community.

So far, HTFC has prepared a draft house numbering 
system that gives all current homes a street address 
and that allows for our Community to grow. HTFC 
continues to work with Chief and Council on the next 
steps towards completing this important project.

Resolut ion of  Legacy Issues

The Resolution of Legacy Issues is regarding two (2) 
former Landfills. These sites were identified through 
Phase I and II Environmental Site Assessments by 
J.R. Cousins and Associates.

Background

Through LABRC we began a project addressing 
landfill issues we have retained from the Indian Act 
administration prior to our FRCN land code becoming 
operational. The project?s goals are to address all 
reasonably unavoidable impacts and effects of 

landfill construction, operations, and 
decommissioning of two former landfill sites in the 
community. These sites are located on River Lots 78 
& 79 north of the FRHS (site 1) as well as River Lot 
22 south of the FRCN gravesite (site 2).

The successful remediation of these areas to 
residential standards will enable our community 
access to prior inaccessible areas for housing in 
areas currently unusable as well as strengthen our 
efforts in preserving our land.

Continued on the next page.



In the coming months ahead the Lands & Resources 
department will be posting for an Assistant and a Call 
out for Board Members to sit on the Land Governance 
Board.

Land Governance Board

 As per the Fisher River Cree Nation Land Code, the 
Chief & Council shall select a Lands Governance 
Board to serve for a term of up to three (3) years.

The board members are expected to commit to 
preparing for and attending a minimum of 12 board 
meetings per year. Members must be an on or off 
reserve FRCN Band member, and free of any conflict 
of interest. 

Assistant, Lands & Resources Department

This career opportunity is new to the Fisher River Cree 
Nation on the job training and certification will be 
provided to specific areas as required.

Opport unit ies for m em bers t o get  
m ore involved

LOOKING AHEAD

Resolution of Legacy Issues - Continued

Currently

Our project team currently acquired J.R. Cousin and 
Associates as lead consultants who have been 
tasked with developing a remediation plan report. 
This will include complete reporting of all project 
activities, budget, remedial action plan, landfill 

policy/by-laws and any other necessary requirements 
necessary to proceed to construction phase.

Through site investigation the remediation plan report 
will include design, cost estimates, environmental 
approvals, and tender documents required to seek 
funding to complete remediation activities.efforts in 
preserving our land.

STAY IN TOUCH

204.645.2171/ ckirkness@fisherriver.ca

Environm ent al Managem ent  Plan
JR Cousin Consultants Ltd. (JRCC) is preparing an 
Environmental Management Plan (EMP) for the 
Fisher River Cree Nation which will branch off of the 
recently adopted Land Code. The EMP will establish 
long-term goals for environmental sustainability on 
the reserve, by incorporating the community?s 
concerns on environmental issues and providing 
practical response plans. JRCC will organize a 
community meeting to discuss concerns among band 
members.
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